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Overview

When the lockdown was announced earlier this year, it came along with multiple uncertainties of health, livelihood,
finances, mental and emotional wellbeing. Any prospect of tomorrow became vague, for we had no examples from
recent history and memory where something like COVID 19 had happened. While the world was trying to make sense
of the new realities, certain areas of concern were resolved just by the ability of being human. Charity groups,
voluntary organisations, and concerned individuals quickly offered whatever was needed to overcome the crisis.

Muslim charity groups, help organisations, and individuals also participated generously, ensuring the poor are
attended, stranded are provided with food, water, and other essentials. This was reported widely by the national and
regional media. This booklet tries explicitly to bring to fore contributions of the Muslim community through the COVID
19 crisis. Apart from the descriptive details of the charity work undertaken by the Muslim community, this booklet
also takes our attention to the concept of charity for Muslims and how it should be understood in the current socio-
political situation.

Islam ordains followers to help those in need. Quran and Hadith are proliferated with examples of charity that Muslims
are required to oblige. However, the concept of charity is to be understood beyond the requirements of quantitative
data as x kgs of ration and food packets were distributed. It is crucial to comprehend charity through the sociological
lens and understanding how the idea of charity stretches on the notion of reciprocity, solidarity, and equality.

Firstly, the central value that charity establishes is the social protocol of how Muslims are supposed to bring in a
standard prescription of relating to other human beings, with or without a crisis in sight. Secondly, the idea of charity is
an obligation that has to be met out, because all the wealth in the first place has been provided by the creator. So, in
principle, the relationship devised by the act of charity is between equals, where an individual feels the pain of the
otherindividual and readily parts away with a portion of his wealth. Someone who is a taker of charity today could be a
giver in some years, further strengthening the idea of equality.

Any charity work is an act of kindness by an individual/organization towards the fellow human being and should
ideally be above any classification. However, the charity efforts made by the Muslim charitable institutions and
individuals need to be contextualised in the current social and political situation of the country. Initially, as the vested
interests tried to communalise the pandemic, a simple effort of offering food or water on the roadside was a response
against the propaganda that was being brewed on the TV channels. Through this act of charity, the Muslim community
subtly showed the world that they are guided only by humanity and love for fellow citizens. They are equal sons of the
soil and would stand by the nation in every situation.

IMPAR salutes the dedication of organisations and individuals who came forward in these testing times.

Hunger Pangs oi a Pandemic

Have you ever been hungry? Not the usual hunger, we feel between the meals but the kind that pinches the stomach
when you are stranded and you know food is not available. Many people lived through this horror during the COVID 19
pandemic, and many more were determined not to let anyone go hungry. Here we profile some organisations and
individuals who tried to fill the stomachs with food and hearts with hope of this will pass soon.

In Lucknow ,Wahid Biryani famous for the Awadhi cuisine turned vegetarian for a noble cause to feed thousands of
migrants passing through Lucknow in the COVID 19 lockdown,.

The tagline they used was AdabkeSheher se koi bhookanahijaayega (No one will leave Lucknow — the city of
etiquettes — hungry).

o, Y - TC iy Pl
The popular eatery has been ],;‘QE {‘ --l\ ‘ v .., 7 s ‘J )ﬁ

..u-""\

feeding over 1,500 migrants every QT?'
. . {\, e Lo _
day The platter includes allthings s s, 'OF

vegetarian, from Navratan biryani, \;‘, g .
to veg kebabs, bun makkhan, . i
biscuits, sharbat, and milk.

https://www.thequint.com/amp
/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-
lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani- |
feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-
coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-
pradesh



https://www.thequint.com/amp/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh
https://www.thequint.com/amp/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh
https://www.thequint.com/amp/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh
https://www.thequint.com/amp/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh
https://www.thequint.com/amp/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh
https://www.thequint.com/amp/story/news%2Findia%2Fhow-lucknow-famous-wahid-biryani-feeding-veg-to-migrants-daily-coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh

Popular restaurant Al
Jawahar near Jama
Majid Delhi is
distributing relief
packages in
neighbourhoods
containing essentials
like dal, rice, flour, a
bottle of oil and salt.
Locals and daily wagers
were provided these
packages. The team at
Al-Jawahar contacted
the committees of
respective localities
identify the needy
households and
maintained social
distancing by providing
the food kits at the
doorstep.

Residents of Matia Mahal also came together to feed two meals a day to needy. They feed the migrants and labourers in
asmall ground near Jama Masjid twiceat 1 pmand 8 pm.

Helping Hands Foundation at work across various states. They launched a successful campaign Pledge your Eid to
help the needy.



Mission Milk started by Bangalore-based cousins Zeeshan Javid,
Zufishan Pasha and Shehzar Sheriff provided milk to
underprivileged children across the city. Milk is one of the most
important products for children and babies to consume, but there
is a severe lack of it, even in ration kits. This initiative aimed to
resolve that gap.

The entire team wears appropriate protective equipment while
going to give the milk to families door-to-door, so as to maintain
social distancing and protect themselves and the people around
them from further spread of the virus.

https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/05/17 /mission-milk-

roviding-milk-to-underprivileged-children-in-bangalore

Plicture Sources

Helping hands foundation and Jamaat-e-Islami Hind joined hands in Jaipur to distribute food packets amongst the
migrants.

https://www.etvbharat.com /urdu/national/city/jaipur/helping-hand-foundation-and-jamaat-islami-distributed-
food-packets/na20200526110148671

AfrozeShah,a Mumbai based lawyer famous for spear- Bidar District Administration has done a very good work
heading the Versova beach clean up is preparing 50 by providing 'Eid GiftKit'to 6000 families of Containment
home-cooked meals for lunch and 50 for dinner. He Area. Special thanks to Deputy Commissioner Dr. HR
believes the bulk mealslot of times get wasted becauseno Mahadev. Dr. Abdul Qadeer (Chairman, Shaheen Group)
personalised attention is paid to cooking .Afroze ensures facilitated this noble cause by providing staff, vehicles
the food is distributed according to the social distancing and premises.

guidelines.
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Distribution Drive at Amravati Railway Station

Fetching water for the thirsty at Sai Takia in Uttar Pradesh



Mercy Mission

#mercymission A coalition of NGOs of Bengaluru to provide COVID 19 relief

By the immense blessings of the Almighty, we are happy to report
the serving & distribution of 1.04 cr meals by Mercy Mission
NGOs during the lock-downs from 25-Mar-20 to 31-May-20.

A BIG THANKS to all our volunteers who braved the situation to
help the needy, and to all our donors, suppliers and partners for

their trust and support which made us achieve this milestone

We picked up and
distributed
cdonatea

by various kitchens
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Syeda Nargis Parveen has been selflessly cooking two times meals for 400 people every day since the lockdown on
22nd March.The food distribution under the banner “Koi Bhookanasoay” (Let no one go to bed hungry) is being
funded by Deoband Abna-e-Madaris Welfare Educational Trust (DAMWET) and Deoband Islamic Academy (DIA) and
istargeted at stranded students, daily wagers and other needy people in the town.

= Team of volunteers distributing ration kits
$$ A% in Mumbai.

1'r Mahmood Anwar PhD scholar at the
#  Faculty of Engineering & Technology, Jamia
#® Millia Islamia doing relief distribution work
at Delhi.The team largely works on the
| funds collected from friends and family.




Helping Hands for Reliefand Development combiningits Covid 19 and Super Cyclone Amphan relief work.

Recuperation Provisions Super Cyclone Amphan
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Rayees Ahmed Lali's food distribution campaign from Shalimar Garden Sahibabad Ghaziabad.



Human Care welfare society from Aara carrying on the relief
distribution work.

Khidmat -e-Insaniyat Foundation distributing menstrual hygiene products during Covid19 crisis




Ahmad Khan and his group of volunteers helping the needy in Mumbai and Nasik.

Standing with the medicos

Impar member PA Inamdar offered the hall measuring 9000 sg feet within the mosque inside the college for
quarantine facilities.The hall can accommodate atleast 80 people.Three meals a day,books for reading are also being
offered.




https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/2020/apr/08/city-based-ngos-run-thankqdoc-campaign-
for-ppes-2127576.html

The Access foundation ran a crowd-funded campaign under the banner #thankQdoc in the two weeks to mobilise
funds to procure about 500 PPEs. Access Foundation and the NGO Help Hyderabad donated 75 PPEs, 150 N-95 Mask,
100 sanitisers, 1,800 gloves and 300 triple layer maskworth “2.5 lakh to Gandhi Hospital till 8th April 2020
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Ichalkaranji's Muslims put together B36 lakh for ICU in government hospital. As pressure on medical infrastructure is
multiplying in Maharashtra with a growing number of Covid-19 patients, Muslims here offered zakat, the traditional
Muslim charity tax, and Sadagah — voluntary charity worth B136 lakh, to start an Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in the Indira
Gandhi Memorial (IGM) civil hospital. With the donation from the Muslim community, a well-equipped ICU with 10
bedsisready to facilitate the fight against coronavirus spread.
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-an-icu-to-civil-hospital /article31676625.ece

Two months after the communal violence in North East
Delhi, Muslim women survivors of the violence engaged
in stitching work have developed Personal Protective
Equipment kits for warriors fighting the battled against
Covid19.They want these PPE kits given to those who are
fighting the virus on the frontline.

corona-warriors/

Tabrez Khan,resident of Jahangirpuri Delhi donated Plasma with a single thing in mind. His blood will help India recover.

Hundreds of Tablighi Jamaat volunteers who
recovered from Coronavirus are now queuing up in
different parts of India to donate plasma for other
serious patients undergoing treatment. Many
volunteers have already donated blood for plasma in
Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, and other states. Over 200
volunteers have pledged to donate plasmain Delhi



https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/eid-in-covid-times-muslims-celebrate-by-donating-an-icu-to-civil-hospital/article31676625.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/eid-in-covid-times-muslims-celebrate-by-donating-an-icu-to-civil-hospital/article31676625.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/eid-in-covid-times-muslims-celebrate-by-donating-an-icu-to-civil-hospital/article31676625.ece
https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/04/11/muslim-survivors-of-delhi-violence-develop-ppe-kits-for-corona-warriors/
https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/04/11/muslim-survivors-of-delhi-violence-develop-ppe-kits-for-corona-warriors/
https://www.karvaanindia.com/2020/04/11/muslim-survivors-of-delhi-violence-develop-ppe-kits-for-corona-warriors/

ImranaSaiil helps sanitise a number of temples, mosques
and gurdwaras in North Delhi amid the COl'llail'llS CISIS.
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IMPAR member Hassan Bhai sanitising his'Vi-l.lraeHiima_c-hal Pradlesh.



UzmaSayed Parveen ,a graduate irom Lucknow university
and a social worker sanitising temples temples,shops and
other establishments in areas like
Saadaiganj,CampbeliRoad,Hussainabad in Lucknow
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Providing Quarantine Facilities and
Sanitising Voluntarily
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Muslims in many parts of Bengal opened mosques and madrassas to be used as quarantine facilities. Qari
Md Muslim Razwi, imam of Jamia Masjid Gausia has offered the third floor of the sprawling Masjid
building to the Kolkata municipal corporation to set up quarantine facility if the government needs extra
space.

He has also offered a 6000sqft building and a school too for the same purpose. The mosque, also known
as Bangali Masjid is in the Iron Gate area in Garden Reach. The mosque is shut for now, and the Imam had
reached out to people in the area with a message of oneness, putting religious reservations on the back
burner. The Imam's proposal was accepted by all in the community.

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article /fight-against-covid-19-not-humanity-muslims-in-
bengal-open-mosques-madrasas-for-govt-quarantine-facility /590476
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The Bengal imam association has appealed to every
Madrasa and Mosque to open their buildings for the
quarantine purpose.

(0od Samariians

Group of concerned Muslim
citizens celebrated Eid with the
migrants and made it #SabkiEid,
spreading happiness in the day of
the migrants and celebrating
their Eid with pure joy!

https://newsglare.com/muslim-

community-celebrated-eid-with-
migrants-this-year-making-it-a-
sabkieid/

E Pictunef€ourtesy: Newsglaielcom
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SPREADING SMILES

Bizman gives away entire
showroom stock to poor
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MEERUT : A graduate fromJamia
Millia University, Delhi, Intezar
Ali had all the comforts of life.
However, the misery that this
Kairana town resident wit-
nessed during the two months of
lockdown changed his view of
life.

An owner of showrooms of
readymade garments, shoes and
a small business of real estate, he
decided to serve the needy people
with heart and soul and took a
decision that was both remarka-
ble asit was awe-inspiring.

Two days ahead of Eid, he
declared that he would distrib-
ute his wholestock of readymade
garments, shoes and slippers,
worth Rs 30 lakh.among the poor
and needy. He hoped to put
smiles on gloomy faces of the
poor ahead of Eid.

Appreciating his gesture,
Shamli district magistrate Jas-
jeet Kaur visited his showroom
in Kairana town on Friday and
helped him distribute branded
ladies suits, pants, T-shirts, low-
ers, shoes and slippers to poor
and needy people who lined up
before the showroom.

“1 went there to support his
gesture, especially at a time
when people really need it.”
Kaursaid.

With shopsclosed and people
runningoutofmoney. Ali's ges-
ture brought happiness in their
life ahead of the festival.

Ali continued distribution of
clothes and shoeson the second
consecutivedayonSaturday. He
said, * A stock of approximately
Rs30lakh wasdistributed in two
days,” and added *I would have
distributed stock of 100 such

= Intezar Ali (in whlte} and Shamli district mamsirata Jasjeet Kaur

distributing clothes to the needy.

A stock of
approximately Rs 30
lakh was distributed in two
days. | would have
distributed stock of 100
such showrooms, if Allah
had bestowed those

showrooms to me

INTEZARALI, Businessman
———————]

showrooms, if Allah had
bestowed those showrooms to
me",

He recalled that itwas a bright
morning last month on which he
stood outside his showroom
along with his 11-vear-old son
Zaid and watched migrant labou-
rers from Haryana pass by. A
group of frail labourers
approached him and requested
food. They were hungry and
thirsty. He asked hissontobring
some packets of biscuits he had
bought for his family. Mean-
while, more labourers and their
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children also arrived and he
gaveall the biscuits tothem.

Butthis incident was the turn-
ing point for him and since then
he formed a team of friends and
relatives and created a What
sAppgroup. They prepared a list
of over 5,000 needy and poor per-
sons and made it a point tc
include families from the middle
class. “Theyv are also sufferers
but don't want to expose them-
selves for fear of losing face in
society,” said Ali, elaborating
that many of them were taking
ration fromshops on credit, una
bleto pay theirloan instalments
and the school fees of their chil
dren. He claimed to be support-
ing many of them with cash and
rations.

Afarmerofmorethan 100 bee-
gha landholding, Intezar said
that during this period, he saw
misery and plight of people
which he had never known.
“Many families were on the
brink of starvation as they had
no job, no money and were run-
ning out of food,” he said and
claimed of supporting many

CONTINUEDONPT



BOMBAY HC LAWYER OFFERS RS 25 LAKH TO SEND MIGRANTS HOME

‘Not about food or shelter, migrants
want to go home out of self-respect’

MAYURA JANW ALKAR

MLBARAL MAY 27

AS A fresh law graduate from
Aligarh Mushim Linmversiy (AWML,
Lnwvyier Saphuser Alumed Khan (47
Aaried his ey 4 mgrant in
Mumbai in 1999, When he ar-
rved in Mumbai lrom s natee
Mlahuari n Sant Kabir Magar dis-
trict of Littar Pradesh, he iwed m
his cousin's fumiture shop in
Vasai, a 15 x 10 sq f space he
shared with about seven others,
Likethethousands whooome
o Mumba waththe hope ol abet-
tey liffe, B o0 becamie a part of
the cily's rigmarobe s peniding four
s a day traveling from Vasai
to Churchgate to reach the
BombayHgh Court, wherehe has
v been a practising Lvwsyer for
wo decades. He now livesina 3
BHK ina posh highrise mWadala
st o b Lavew farrm Jusdli cane Lawy
Associaes froma 2,000 sq fol:
fice, 4 done s thrm sy from the
HighCiount !'lie'i'em_ru[;'.'[rll't"u'l.
Fis jo ey froam Vs toMuimbai
wats achawlin Dharaa s Dr Baliga
Magar, wheere be Inved for about
three years. And while he & grate-
Tl fior wihat he has, he is awane
that most people who migrate 1o
Murmiai for enployment from

his home state, meet a Bte quire
umniike his

Earlier this month, Khan
moved the Supreme Goum stating
thiat s “conscience & not allow
img iy [0 bet poor migran s e
rriain i lureh” and he offered ©
pay R= 25 lakh to lachitat e the
travel of poor migrant workers
from Mumbatohis homedistna
of Sant Kabir Nagar “pmespective
of cate, creed and religion”. Inhis
petition that named the Centre,
Uttar Pradesh government
Maharas hita government and
railway minsiry as respondents,
K urgedd the court o direct the
authontes oemnable the sale repa-
tration of migrant woderswant-
ing o returm o Sant Kabir Nagar
ineastern LI “Fortunabely, | have
the maoney and resources o help
those stranded in Mumbai and |
offered o paythat reney o show
that | am a gemuine pettionsr.”
Thie Centre and the respective
SLate POVETTHTIENTS are expechid
tofile their replies by May 29

Khan sad hewas familarwich
the plazhe of migrant wiorkers b
g oy i bl and govemiments
and admindstrations across the
conariry had faded w recognbse the
reascis behind their desperation
o return home. =t is not abow
food orshelter It is about self-re-

specL They may be poor but they
T sl -pespect Nosell-repect -
I person woiikd lrke to gueue up
Bor oo, There is no doubtthat in
a city like Mumbai, they would
ik 2o hungry with somany peoe-
ple stepping iorwand to help ba
&t is the seif-respecting migrant
workerwho suffered the most
during this crisis. They started
feeling more and more insecune
] thiat s wihy theey wanted o re-
o home, ™ said Khan

When a locdkdowmn came into
pmeoniManch 24 Khansad them
was no imimediate panic amaong
migrant workers because they
thought it isa matter of 15 m 20
chays bt when the lodedown was
extended, thiy beganitoget impa
tient. May T ooneaeds, the cals he
came more and more frequent
AL least 250 imigrant workers
werpe froem my cem village work
mig &% carpeniers, i small hotel
I isSri=s s, OIS MUCT IO WO kaTs.
Theey artexd callirg and asking for
help to return home. They may
earmabout B L0000 aday whichie

decent money, but the money
wak with their contractors, they
had nothingin hand. Thecontrac
[0S (W0 WETE i N0 posiBon to pay.
Mot o e send whial they eam
back o thew familes in their vil
lage This & when they began o
leel msecure,” sakl Khan

Khan's beothe r Mohamimed
Shalicque, wiho is the gram prad-
han of Mahuari made attempls
toreach out to the admiristration
in LIP. Khan did what he could
from Mumbai “We tried calling
on landlines, sending emails on
official mais, tagging ministers
on Twitter and seeking help to
ease the papenawork for these mi-
grant workers to be able to go
home. We ot no response. My
brother and ney sister-in-law too
could not get amyone in the ad
ministration to respond. [ too
know people in the government
st thenammbers of nodal officers
issued by the UP government
wats all a farce,” sasd Khan. He,
therefore. moved the Supreme
Cour

Since May 1. 200 Shramik
Special trains have deparned
Troums Mumibat and another 100
From MMEL OF the [irst 100 trains
that left Mumbal 30 wese UP
b el Many huave bewn fuchy o
et a ticket home, he said, but

many continue bo wait oubside
the stations in scorching heatfor
houers, “They don't know which
station o go o, what thme is
i trsia and sometimes, they
don T even know if the tranwill
20 1o thelr destination of not,”
sakl Khan

Altlempls o persuvade mi-
grants to stay put in Mumbai
instead of setting owt on ool of
precanous mieans of transport
have failed. "My first cowsin left
inatruck from Dombeedi for our
village without iclling me,” said
Khan “She travelled for 56
Teoiers ima trusck with three chil-
dren,” he said. “When | lived in
the furniture shop in Vasai, it
wa s a shop during the day and
at night it was your hall katchen
and bedroom That's how most
migrant workers live in
Mumibai. We were among the
richest families in our village
but in Mumbai, | was just an-
other migrant worker. When
weven-eight people live in one
oo, what kind of sodal dis
rancing can you expect? When
so mary of them gather atrall
way stations, board the trains
with common bonbets o witll
they observe sodial distancng?
Sodal distancing is for the elite,
not for the poor.”™ said Khan

In Delhi's Kalu Sarai, a Masjid and Gurudwara come together to feed workers starved by COVID-19 lockdown
.Each morning Harbans Singh and Surender Singh,volunteers from Gurudwara Shri Singh Sabha in Kalu
Saraivillage join Aslam Chauhury and others to cook for the hungry in slum clusters and stranded labourers.

RictureYCourtesy: The Caravan

https://caravanmagazine.in/religion/in-delhi-masjid-and-gurdwara-come-together-to-feed-workers-
starved-by-covid19-lockdown
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Shaheen Group of Institutions in Bidar Karnataka, which was booked with sedition in February for an anti-
CAA play - has been doing relief work and aiding the administration and public during the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic.
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Mahinoor Begum,a constable with Burdwan Police has taken the responsibility of handing out food packets
to aroud 900 families.She had saved the Rs 2 lakh for her fathers medical treatment ,but choose to spend it in
the way of charity.




Feroze Dilawar with other members of the Covid 19 Taskforce team in Malegaon. Due to the
mismanagement of administrative efforts,they carried dead bodies of Covid 19 patients on shoulders.

80 year old coolie Mujibullah has been serving out migrant workers for free at the Lucknow railway station.
Hisage doesn't come in the way of helping others.

Abandoned by her son, a 70-year-old woman's last rites were conducted by Muslim activists at the
Mangalgiri town in Guntur village.




Shakeel Qureshi from Bareilly established a medicine bank to help provide people with prescribed
medicines free of cost.
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Muslims of Bihar offered food to train passengers of Mizoram. A Shramik express train carrying stranded labourers
back to Mizoram halted in Begusarai village and group of villagers came forward near the train and offered the

passengers basket full of items with food packets.The Mizoram CM Zoramthanga and Twitterati lauded the people of

Bihar for their kind gesture.

https://www.siasat.com/mizoram-cm-twitterati-laud-bihar-muslims-kind-gesture-1896349

Despite unemployed from months, Bhopal's slum dwellers from New Arif Nagar feed workers on Shramik trains. Most

ofthe slum dwellers are Muslims and work as day wagers and rag pickers. Women from the slums cook the meals while

men do the distribution work.

A trust Uravugal started by a 24-
year-oldKhalid helps bury
unclaimed bhodies and takes
homeless persons with injuries to
government hospitals and
shelters. They have been doing
this since 2017 and have buried
more than 800 bhodies $o
iar.Uravugal carried on voluntary
burial work through the Covid 19
pandemic too


https://www.siasat.com/mizoram-cm-twitterati-laud-bihar-muslims-kind-gesture-1896349/
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Disclaimer: This booklet is a compilation of voluntary work done by Muslims through the Covid 19 crisis.
However, this is not a holistic document on the same. The aim of this booklet is only to portray essence of
charity done by Muslims in this time.

We have used our extensive network of volunteers to gather the information and given due credits to
sources we have taken pictures from.




